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With full-color illustrations by Michael Whelan. Revised and expanded throughout with a new introduction
and foreword by the Author. In this first book of this brilliant series, now expanded and revised by the
author, Stephen King introduces readers to one his most enigmatic heroes. Rolad of Gilead, the last
gunslinger. He is a haunting figure, a loner on a spellbinding journey into good and evil. In his desolate
world, which frighteningly mirrors our own. Roland pursues the man in black, encounters an alluring woman
named Alice, and begins a friendship with the boy from New York called Jake. Both grippingly realistic and
eerily dreamlike, The gunslinger leaves readers eagerly waiting the next chapter.
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7 of 7 people found the following review helpful.
The Beginning of a Masterpiece (*spoilers included*)
By J. Hill
Just to be clear from the start...The Gunslinger is one of my absolute favorite books, period. By Stephen
King or any other author. That said, it's gotten the most mixed reactions of any King book that I recommend
to other people. I don't know if it's the contrast between the expectations of what a King book is supposed to
be and what he presents in The Gunslinger, but it's not universally loved. I guess fiction that fits mostly into
the fantasy genre can have that effect, as it pushes the ability to suspend disbelief to its utmost limits. I've
read this book over and over, more often than any other in the series, because of its raw intensity. King's
youth and ambition shine through, driving the plot with relentless urgency. I was instantly hooked by the
story's opening line, "The man in black fled across the desert, and the gunslinger followed." I didn't know
who the man in black was, or who the gunslinger was, but I wanted to find out. And I wanted to know why
the gunslinger was chasing this man, and if he would catch him, and what would happen if he did. I was
drawn in immediately, and I've never stopped being fascinated by the Dark Tower series since.

People have remarked to me that this book is slow, but I have trouble understanding that. During the course
of the novel, Roland shoots and kills an entire town of people single-handedly. He confronts a speaking
demon in a deserted way station where he finds a young boy from Earth, a boy who shocks and confuses the
gunslinger with his tales of skyscrapers and automobiles. He takes mescaline, giving him the necessary
head-trip to bed a demonic succubus and hear her prophecy. He fights off dreadful mutants in a pitch-black
mountain tunnel, where he must let Jake fall to his death in order to catch the man in black. In addition to
these harrowing scenes, Roland receives a mind-blowing vision once he finally catches his nemesis. The man
in black sends him to the very edge of existence, where he passes through a barrier into an alien world linked
to his own. He learns that the Dark Tower holds together an infinite number of worlds and universes, and is
guarded by an evil being that would see it and all of existence fall into nothingness. After waking from this



vision, he embarks on a quest to ascend the Tower and right all the wrongs of his fallen civilization. Like I
said before, the Dark Tower story fascinates me, and it all begins here. King draws on his affinity for the
spaghetti westerns of Sergio Leone and the fantasy of J.R.R. Tolkien to create the beginning of the most
imaginative and ambitious work of his career. Mixed reactions or not, I love this book, and I think it's one of
the most thrilling King has ever written.

3 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
Don't judge a series by the first book. It gets better.
By amy nichole gill
A close friend begged me to read the Dark Tower Series. I HATED HATED HATED the first book. I found
it vague, confusing, and boring. Absolutely no explanation for anything. I forced myself through to the
second book, which has so far been my favorite, although I haven't been able to complete book 4 yet, as I've
lost interest again (I think it's just one of those times when I needed to take a break from reading the same
author. I have no doubts that book 4 is good). So if you have had trouble starting this series, I encourage you
to continue on to the second book, as it gets better. But as a first installment, I truly find The Gunslinger to
be one of the worst books I have ever read. I appreciate that Stephen King is a popular author and admit that
I am not a big fantasy novel person, and have always done my best to avoid westerns, but I struggled through
this book. If my friend wasn't such a big fan and such an important person to me, I never would have found
out how wonderful the continuing books are.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Another Amazing Stephen King Novel
By Linnea Gesch
I love Stephen King's writing and this is just as great as any other books. I bought the book used, and I could
tell it was used, but it was still in good condition.

See all 8 customer reviews...
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